TSAC Now Has the K-Laser!
In the past, whenever we thought about lasers, you more than likely would get flashbacks to James Bond in Goldfinger.  The evil Dr. Goldfinger used a laser to try to give JB a ‘split personality’ while restrained on a table. Other flashbacks might include the use of lasers by the Star Trek space cowboys as they strove to ‘go where no man has gone before’. Lasers are commonly used in many different applications today, including surgery, military and industrial uses. So what is a LASER? According to Wikipedia, “A laser (standing for Light Amplification by Stimulated Emission of Radiation) is a device which produces electromagnetic radiation, often visible light, using the process of optical amplification based on the stimulated emission of photons within a so-called gain medium.” Kind of technical, but we get the idea.
Last  winter, having heard of the benefits of a ‘therapy laser’, we decided to check into them to see if a therapy laser could help with pain control and inflammation for our patients here at TSAC. After attending several continuing education meetings on the subject and researching what was available out there, a decision was made to invest in the K-Laser. You can read about it at www.k-laservet.com, or check out its link at www.townesquareanimalclinic.com .   So how does it work?  During each painless treatment, the laser energy created with light at the near-infrared wavelength of 970nm increases circulation, drawing water, oxygen, and nutrients to the damaged area. To summarize: K-Laser Class IV Therapy promotes increased circulation, immune stimulation, muscle relaxation, improved vascular activity, accelerated cell reproduction and growth, stimulation of nerve regeneration, and increased metabolic activity.

So what are the benefits of K-Laser treatment for your pets?  Laser Therapy is proven to bio-stimulate tissue repair and growth. When it comes to pain management, Class IV Lasers are side-effect-free and a non-addictive treatment that provide dramatic results. Positive Effects of K-Laser on the Body include:  improves and promotes healing, reduces pain and spasm, increases joint flexibility, reduces symptoms of osteoarthritis, improves peripheral microcirculation, detoxifies and eliminates trigger points, and advanced pain relief. Other suggested areas where  a Class IV laser can help is when you have edema and congestion, ligament sprains, muscle strains, puncture wounds, post-surgical pain, neck and back pain, chronic wounds, and post-orthopedic surgical recovery. Basically, a K-laser can help anywhere where inflammation occurs.

The staff members at TSAC have received training on how to administer the treatment once the diagnosis has been made, and many times they see a much more relaxed patient each time they use it. There are no side effects with the use of a K-Laser, and the great thing is that it can safely be used with all the other pain and anti-inflammatory agents with no cross reactions. We now routinely use it as part of our post-surgical pain and inflammation management protocol. The Cincinnati Bengals have an older model of a K-Laser in their Physical Therapy room, and it is easy to imagine with the results of some of the games they have played this season, it has been used frequently. Stop by soon for some literature on the K-Laser and how it can benefit your pet.  

